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October 25, 2015 

 

Mission Statement 
Building Strong Relationships in Christ, 

And Making Him Known to All 

 

 
 

 

 

604 Lafayette Avenue 

Story City, Iowa 

515.733.4972 

Website - www.immanuelstorycity.org 

E-mail - immanuel@iowatelecom.net 
 

 

 

 

Ministers – All Members 

Stephen Anenson, Senior Pastor 

Kurt Jensen, Associate Pastor 

Zachary Bauknecht, Youth & Education Ministry Coordinator 
 

Reformation Sunday                                                    October 25, 2015 
 

We Prepare to Meet God 
 Prelude                                                     
 Opening Hymn 
         “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”                                   No. 151  
 Prayer 
 Time for Greeting 
  Announcements - Report from our missionary from India 
 Testimony      “Who's Got the Story Bag?”        Patty Rathmacher 
 Anthem      “Jesus is the Only Way”                                                                       
  Junior Choir - Cathy McKim, Director 
 The Children’s Message 
  

We Hear God’s Word  
 Lesson - Romans 3:19-28 

19 
Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to 

those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be 
silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 
20 

Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight 
by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become 
conscious of our sin. 

21 
But now apart from the law the righteousness of God 

has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets 
testify. 

22 
This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus 

Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew 
and Gentile, 

23 
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God, 
24 

and all are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 

25 
God presented 

Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of 
his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate 
his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the 
sins committed beforehand unpunished— 

26 
he did it to 

demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to 
be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in 
Jesus. 

27 
Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of 

what law? The law that requires works? No, because of the 
law that requires faith. 

28 
For we maintain that a person is 

justified by faith apart from the works of the law. 
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 Gospel - John 8:31-36 
31 

To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you 
hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 

32 
Then you 

will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
33 

They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants 
and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that 
we shall be set free?” 

34 
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is 

a slave to sin. 
35 

Now a slave has no permanent place in the 
family, but a son belongs to it forever. 

36 
So if the Son sets 

you free, you will be free indeed.  
 

We Witness God’s Saving Grace through Holy Baptism 
 Baptismal Anthem   “Come, Be Baptized” 
  Senior Choir – Susan Amensen, Director 
 Sacrament of Holy Baptism (see bulletin insert) 
  

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
 Offering 
  Offertory       “We Are An Offering”                                (on screen) 
 

We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed in Song and Word 
 Anthem          
  “We're Gonna Shine Our Light!”        Parker, Austin, Courtney        
   Senior Choir - Susan Amensen, Director                                                  
 Sermon “A New Picture of God”                    Pastor Anenson  
      Hymn            
  “Wonderful Grace of Jesus”                               (v.1,2) No. 338 
 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 Prayers of Praise and Intercession 
 The Lord's Prayer 
 Benediction 
 Hymn           
  “The Church's One Foundation”                                   No. 401 
 Postlude  
 

Organist: Emily Anderson 

Candlelighter: Kaia Skaar 

Ushers: Larry & Claudia Fuhrman, Terry & Linda Thompson,           
 Al Gelner 

Greeters: Jim & Gloria Oberender  

Reader: Al Gelner 

Sound Engineer: Craig Sargent 

Visitors: A special welcome to our guests today! We sincerely desire 
that everyone present will feel welcome in the Lord’s house.  
 

Baptized today is Branch Daniel Whipple, son of Trent & Tosha 
Whipple. Branch's sponsors are Kris & Crystal Decklever and Tanner 
& Katie Whipple. Please remember this new child of God and his 
family in your prayers. 
 

The bulletin is sponsored today by Lori Whipple and her family in 
celebration of the baptism of her grandson Branch Daniel Whipple.  
God continues to provide blessings. 
 

Thanks to the Junior Choir for their special music today. 
 

Everyone is invited to a time of fellowship and coffee in the 
narthex following the worship service. This is a good time to get to 
know other members and guests a little better.  
 

You are invited to attend either of our adult classes each Sunday 
when you have opportunity.  

 The Story of Your Life. Starting next week during Sunday School in 
the Cornerstone Room. In 2010, Grammy-nominated recording 
artist Matthew West stepped outside his own life and recorded an 
album inspired by the lives of more than 10,000 listeners who sent 
him their stories. West was transformed by the experience, and 
now you can be too with The Story of Your Life. The five sessions 
feature teaching presentations by Matthew (set in the mountain 
cabin where he wrote the songs for the album), interviews from 
some of the people who shared their stories, and music videos. 
Come discover the powerful way God uses the story of people's 
lives, including yours! Optional books are available. Join us next 
week in the Cornerstone Room! 

 Next Sunday in the Social Hall Roger Oakland and Zachary 
Bauknecht will show pictures and share about their recent trip to 
Haiti. 

 

Our sympathy to the family of Roger Taylor who passed away this 
past Monday. His funeral was held at Immanuel on Wednesday. 
 

Attendance last Sunday: 265 

 

 

 

 

 



Congratulations to Kathy Gabrielson on being named Guidance 
Counselor of the Year for the State of Iowa. 

 

New Member Sunday will be held on November 15. If you would like 
to join Immanuel please call the church office or talk to one of the 
pastors. Three classes will be held for people wanting to join who are 
presently members of other denominations. 

 

Do you need help with fall raking, other yard work, or minor home 
repairs? A new Immanuel Servant Ministry called "Core" is willing to 
help with your needs. Other church members, youth and adults, are 
invited to help Core in this service project. This is an outreach to 
older members of our church and community. Please call the church 
office if you could help or if you would like some help. We will be 
working this Saturday morning, October 31. 

 

Heritage Dinner. Core is also hosting a Heritage Dinner on Sunday, 
November 1 following the worship service in the Social Hall for all 
members who have someone in their household 70 and older. A 
signup sheet is on the bulletin board in the narthex. 

 

Craft Night. We will be holding our second annual Christmas Tea 
and Bazaar on Saturday, December 5. This is in conjunction with the 
Story City Tour of Homes. Last year was a great success thanks to 
so many contributors and volunteers! 
 We are going to hold at least three craft/social assembly get 
togethers. The first will be held this Tuesday, October 27 at 6:30 P.M.  
If you have an idea for a craft, please purchase the materials needed 
to make several of them. (Please keep your receipts if you want to be 
reimbursed). Make a sample to show everyone and we will assemble 
them during our craft times. Please bring along hot glue guns, 
scissors, and other crafting supplies. Pinterest has lots of ideas! 
Please look for other dates and ways to help in the November 
newsletter. Any questions, please contact Jaynee Christian at 
733.2710 or email jlchristian@hotmail.com 

 

Assistant Secretary Position. The Trustees have asked that 
anyone interested in this position apply to the church office with a 
letter of application and a resume. The job averages 5 hours a week 
and could be expanded in the months to come. The job includes 
general secretarial and computer duties and filling in during the 
secretary’s absence.  

 

Do you have concerns about falling? "A Matter of Balance, 
Managing Concerns about Falls" workshop will be held at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church. This is an 8 session workshop to be held on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, beginning Oct. 27, from 1-3 P.M. The 
cost is $10 for the entire 8 sessions. A healthy snack is included. 
This program emphasizes practical strategies to manage falls.  
 You will learn to:  

 exercise to increase strength and balance 

 view falls as controllable 

 increase activity 

 reduce fall risks at home 
You should attend if:  

 you are concerned about falls 

 you want to improve balance, flexibility and strength 

 you have fallen in the past 

 you restrict activities because of falling concerns  
To register, please sign up on the signup sheet on the bulletin board 
or contact Sarah Hoffman at 515.450.2195. 
 

The next time you shop at Harlan’s Food Mart in Story City, 
please consider making a donation to the Loaves and Fishes Food 
Pantry. A permanent shelf for the collection of non-perishable food 
items has been established at Harlan’s as part of a community 
service project. While you are shopping, you can purchase a few 
extra non-perishable food items and leave them on the shelf at the 
store. They will be delivered from Harlan’s to the food pantry on 
Saturdays. 
 
 
Upcoming Events 

 All men of Immanuel are invited to meet each Saturday morning 
from 8-9 A.M. in the Social Hall during the school year. Donuts and 
coffee are served. A video clip or informal Bible Study are usually 
on the agenda. Everyone is welcome!  

 Grief and the Holidays. Is it possible to experience the excitement 
of the holidays while grieving the death of a loved one? Discover if 
that is possible for you and your family at a Bereavement Support 
Group. We will meet at Timberland Village, 725 Timberland Dr. 
Story City, Monday November 2, 9 and 16 from 4:30 to 6:00 P.M. 
Please call Chaplain Sandy Anenson at 733.3012 or Bereavement 
Coordinator Bonnie Riphagen at 515.956.6038 with questions or to 
register for the group. 

 



 
 

 
As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 Rich Olive at Mary Greeley Hospital. 

 Melvin Peter who just came to the Skilled Care Unit at Bethany 
Manor. 

 

We praise God for: 

 His amazing grace. 
 
 

 

 

Youth Activities 

High School Youth Activities 

Our next meeting - Will be TODAY from 3:00-4:00 PM at Bethany 

Manor.  Bring a friend and get ready for some fun and games with the 

residents at Bethany Manor!  They always enjoy our company. 
 

Halloween Party - This Friday night, October 30th, from 8:00-

10:00PM at Immanuel we are going to have a high schoolers only 

Halloween party!  We will have food, fun games, pumpkin carving and 

all we need is YOU!  Bring a friend and come out for some fun!   

 

Middle School Youth Activities 

Our next meeting - Will be TODAY from 2:00-3:00 PM at Bethany 

Manor.  Bring a friend and get ready for some fun and games with the 

residents at Bethany Manor!  They always enjoy our company.  You 

are welcome to stay until 4:00 when the High School students are 

done. 

 

Middle and High School Youth Activities 

Iowa Wild Game - We had a great night last night at Wells Fargo in 

Des Moines!   
 

T-Shirt order - Anyone who placed an order for a Youth Group t-

shirt, the final price per shirt is $14.  Pick yours up today!  Thank 

you. 

October 25 - November 1, 2015 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 
Sunday, October 25 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship - Junior Choir Sings 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
10:30 A.M. Core 
2:00 P.M. Middle School Youth Group at Bethany Manor 
3:00 P.M. High School Youth Group at Bethany Manor 

 

Monday, October 26 
 

Tuesday, October 27 
 9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting 

6:30 P.M. Craft Night for Christmas Tea 
 

Wednesday, October 28 
6:30 P.M. Junior Choir Rehearsal 
6:30 P.M. Pizza Supper for Trinity & Confirmation Students 
6:45 P.M. Trinity & Confirmation Classes 
7:30 P.M. Senior Choir Rehearsal 
  

Thursday, October 29 
 

Friday, October 30 
8:00 P.M. High School Halloween Party 

 

Saturday, October 31 
 8:00 A.M. Men of Immanuel 
 

Sunday, November 1 - Communion Sunday 
          Daylight Saving Time Ends 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
11:00 A.M. Heritage Dinner for those 70 years of age and 

above 
2:00 P.M. Middle School Youth Group 
3:30 P.M. High School Youth Group 


